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In previous editions I have used the Preface as a place to thank all the people who have
helped me with the book. My debt to them, which in some cases dates back more than
twenty-five years, remains, and [ have put copies of the Prefaces to the first three editions on
the new website of the book so that those acknowledgements are not lost and forgotten. In
this new edition, I would like firstly to thank Professor Nobuo Yuzawa of the Takasaki City
University of Economics for his wise suggestions and his meticulous and expert scrutiny of
the text, which have been invaluable to me. Any errors that remain are entirely my fault.

At Cambridge University Press, I would like to thank Jane Walsh, Jeanette Alfoldi, Liz
Driscoll, Anna Linthe, Clive Rumble and Brendan Wightman.

As in all previous editions, I want to thank my wife Helen for all her help and support.
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List of symbols

1 Symbols for phonemes

]

cC o>y o0

€I
al
QI

19

09

S B8PS ® R T

o,

as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in

as in ‘about’, upper’

‘pit’ pit
‘pet’ pet
‘pat’ pat
‘putt’ pat
‘pot’ pot
‘put’ pout

abaut, Apa

as in
as in
as in

as in
as in
as in

as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
as in
asin
asin

as in

‘bay’ ber
‘buy’ bai
‘boy’ bor

‘peer’ p1o
‘pear’ ped
‘poor’ pud
‘pea’ pi:
‘toe’ tou
‘cap’ kaep
‘fat’ feet
‘thing” 011
‘sip” SIp
‘ship’ [1p
‘hat’ haet
‘map’ ma&p
‘nap’ nep
‘hang’ heen

‘chin’ t/1n

216)
av

U NxX<Q o

g;..—g»—t

as in ‘key’ ki:
as in ‘car’ ka:
as in ‘core’ ko:
as in ‘coo’ ku:
as in ‘cur’ k3:

as in ‘go’ gou
as in ‘cow’ kau

as in ‘bee’ bi:

as in ‘doe’ dou

as in ‘gap’ gep

as in ‘vat’ vat

as in ‘this’ O1s

as in ‘zip’ zIp

as in ‘measure’ me3o

as in ‘led’ led
as in ‘red’ red
as in ‘yet’ jet
as in ‘wet’ wet

as in ‘gin’ d3in
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Non-phonemic symbols

1 asin ‘react’, ‘happy’ rizekt, hapi

u asin ‘to each’ tu i:tf

7 (glottal stop)

b aspiration, as in ‘pin’ p"in

. syllabic consonant, as in ‘button’ batn
shortened vowel, as in ‘miss’ mis

. syllable division, as in ‘differ’ dif.o
Word stress

' primary stress, as in ‘open’ 'aupan

. secondary stress, as in ‘half time’ ha:f 'tarm
Intonation

| tone-unit boundary

I pause
Tones: AN fall
v rise
v fall-rise
A rise—fall
level

stressed syllable in the tail, as in \my -turn
T extra pitch height, as in T\my -turn

stressed syllable in head, high pitch, as in 'please \do
., stressed syllable in head, low pitch, as in ,please \do
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2005)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

Bilabial | Labiodental| Dental = Alveolar Postalveolar Retroflex  Palatal

© 2005 IPA

Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive pb t d td cjikgqea ?
Nasal m ) n n n I N ‘
Trill B r R
Tap or Flap Vv r r
riie  § B f v OO0 sz [3 sz c¢jxyyxys he hA
Meamemi | ‘ I | { | | | I I | ‘ |
| fricative B | | |
Approximant 1B I { j u_[
Lateral | [ | I I
approximant | | l l & | L | | |
Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right rep s a voiced e Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.
CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC) VOWELS
Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives . Front 'Ccn:ral Back
O sitvia B sitbia ’ Examples: Close 1 '\y 1 ‘-.,IH “UWeu
| Dental d  oewvaneotar p’ Bilabial \I Y 0
! (Postalveolar _-]: Palatal t’ Dentalialveolar Close-mid € '\Q) 9 ' o YeO
:# Palatoalveolar g Velar k_, Velar \ 9
|| Alveolar lateral d Uvular S, Alveolar fricative Open-mid E\CE 3. €] AeD
\ B
OTHER SYMBOLS EB\
Open de(E . deD

M vaiceless labial-velar fricative

W' Voiced labial-velar approximant

4

H
§
?

=203

G z Alveolo-palatal fricatives

..I Voiced alveolar lateral flap

_[ and X

Affricates and double anticulations

Voieod it plaal sprosimant ] s

Voiceless epiglottal fricative

Voiced epiglonal fricative

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.

SUPRASEGMENTALS

! .
Primary stress

Secondary stress

can be represented by two symbols tg ! 1
joined by a tie bar if necessary. = ,fOUIlG t[_[an
Epiglottal plosive H Long e H
- - Lo . e v er
DIACRITICS  Diacritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender, e.g. I] Half-long
- w
[ T Extra-short €
Voiceless I;l Col Breathy voiced b a . t d |
== | At Minor (foot) group
Voiced § ‘t’ Creaky voiced b a - E (.-‘_,l | | M (
—= = = | ajor (intonation) grou;
we A" eww £ d - td J .
Aspirated - Linguolabial L = Laminal .
- e 58 . Syllable break  Ii.aeKt
W W dW - a
Mare rounded Q Labialized t Masalized c o
- — | ~ Linking (absence of a break)
i m d
Less rounded ? Palatalized Nasal release
1 1 TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
Advanced l'._l Velarized tY dY Lateral release d LEVEL CONTOUR
q T ¢ A 7| 2 Extra > .
Retracted g Pharyngealized t d No audible release d Cor -l high Cor A Rising
] - ~
= High Falling
Centralized e = Velarized or pharyngealized ‘1' 9 -1 ® 9 \| H_l rl‘"i‘
% c _| Mid c 1 ri.-:ﬁ:g
Mid-centralized € " Raised 9 ( 1[ = voiced alveolar fricative) ~ - Low
n I e c —l Low c A rising
Syllabic Lowered { [5 = voiced bilabial approximant) b Extra - Rising-
1 —T T c J low c 1 falling
Non-syllabic § 4 Advanced Tongue Root g 1 Downstep A Global rise
Rhaticity > a ,  Retmcted Tongue Root @ T Upsiep N Global fall

Reproduced by kind permission of the International Phonetic Association, Department of Theoretical and
Applied Linguistics, School of English, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki 54124, Greece.
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